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On  April  20,  2004,  about 1530 Hawaiian standard time, a Cessna 208 airplane, N302PW, encountered
moderate  turbulence  during  cruise  flight,  while  transitioning along the northern shores of the
island  of  Molokai,  Hawaii.  The flight was conducted under Title 14, CFR Part 135, as a scheduled
domestic  passenger  flight,  operated  by  Pacific  Wings  LLC, as Flight 2005.  Of the five people
aboard,  the  certificated  commercial  pilot, and three passengers were not injured.  The remaining
passenger  sustained  serious  injuries.  Visual  meteorological  conditions  prevailed, and company
flight  following  procedures  were in effect at the time of the accident.  The flight originated at
the  Kahului  Airport, about 1511, and was en route to the Honolulu International Airport, Honolulu,
Hawaii.       

In  a  written statement provided to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), the operator's
chief  pilot  reported  that after the flight departed from the Kahului Airport, it climbed to 2,500
feet  msl  for  the  flight  between  the  islands  of Maui and Molokai.  Once the flight was within
gliding distance of the northern shore of Molokai, the flight descended to 1,000 feet msl.

The  coastline  along  the  northern shore of Molokai is flanked by a 3,000-foot high cliff.  As the
flight  progressed  westbound  along the coastline, the airplane encountered turbulence, and dropped
sharply.    During the turbulence, a passenger seated in the rearmost row of seats, and on the right
side  of  the  airplane, struck his head on an air vent located just above his seat, and sustained a
scalp  laceration.  Immediately  after  the turbulence encounter, the pilot climbed the airplane and
proceeded  directly  to  the  flight's  destination  airport of Honolulu, and landed without further
incident.    After  arrival  in  Honolulu,  the  passenger  was  transported by ambulance to a local
hospital. 
                            
During  a  telephone  conversation  with  the  NTSB  investigator-in-charge  (IIC)  on April 23, the
passenger  who  was  injured  in  the  turbulence  reported  that  following  the  accident,  he was
experiencing numbness in his left arm, and that his head laceration required stitches.          
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